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how somebody from heaven has deceived the vigilance of the jack-daws, who were upon guard, and passed through the gates down into the lower air; but that a whole squadron of light-winged forces were in pursuit of this insolent person, and hoped to fetch him back again. The birds are in great perturbation, and all in a flutter about it.
Scene 3.
This person proves to be Iris, who in her return is stopped short, and seized by order of Pisthetserus. He examines her, where is her passport1? "Whether she had leave from the watch*? What is her business1? Who she is? in short, he treats her with great authority. She tells her name, and that she was sent by Jove with orders to mankind, that they should keep holiday, and perform a grand sacrifice: she wonders at their sauci-ness and madness, and threatens them with all her father's thunder. The governour of Nephelococcygia returns it with higher menaces, and with language very indecent indeed for a goddess and a maid to hear : however, with much-ado, she carries off her virginity safe, but in a terrible passion.
Act 3. Scene 4.
The herald, who had been dispatched to the lower world, returns with an account that all Athens was gone bircl-mad; that it was grown a fashion to imitate them in their names and manners; and that shortly they might expect to see a whole convoy arrive, in order to settle among them. The chorus run to fetch
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